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Detailed Action 

1. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-11, 13-15, 17, 20-23, 25-29, and 31-36 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 31-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject 
matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the 
time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. Nowhere 
in applicant's disclosure is the newly claimed subject matter of wherein at least a 
portion of the first haptic effect and the second haptic effect are output at a same 
time. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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5. Claims 1-2, 4-6, 8-11, 13-15, 17, 20-23, 25-29, and 31-36 are rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Rosenberg et al. (US Patent 
7,148,875), herein after referred to as Rosenberg. 

Regarding independent claim 1, Rosenberg discloses a method, 
comprising: receiving an input signal associated with a reminder event (column 13 
lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder); 
determining a source of the reminder event; determining a type of the reminder 
event (again column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an 

appointment reminder wherein specific force sensations are brought about to differentiate 
different events or characteristics of events such as particular users or priority of an event 
wherein a priority of an event is determining a type of the reminder event)', and OUtputting a 

control signal to an actuator (figure 8a reference 86), the control signal configured to 

cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the source of the 

reminder event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference signified using a vibration) and Output a 

haptic effect associated with the type of the reminder event (column 14 lines 30-48 

disclose wherein the force sensations can be modified to signify different events of the same type 
wherein one kind of event is disclosed as an appointment reminder wherein the priority of an 
event can dictate the type of force sensation disclosed hence a second or more haptic effect 
associated with the type of the reminder event). 

Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 

frequency can each be used to differentiate... different characteristics of events) between 
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sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects as disclosed by Rosenberg (column 13 lines 30-48). 

Further it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention that Rosenberg may vary the frequency to both differentiating 
different events AND different characteristics of events to provide a user with 
additional details without needing to look at the device without modification to the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 2, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the reminder 
event includes one of an appointment, a meeting, and a pre-scheduled activity 

(column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment 
reminder). 

Regarding claim 4, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the haptic 
effect is output to a handheld communication device (figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding independent claim 5, Rosenberg discloses a method, 
comprising: receiving an input signal associated with a status event (column 13 
lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder); 
determining a source of the status event; determining a type of the status event 
(again column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an 
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receipt of email wherein specific force sensations are brought about to differentiate different 
events or characteristics of events such as particular users sending email); and OUtputting a 

control signal to an actuator at a prescribed time after receiving the input signal 

(figure 8a reference 86), the control signal configured to cause the actuator to output 

a haptic effect associated with the source of the status event (column 13 lines 30-48 

reference signified using a vibration) and output a haptic effect associated with the type 

Of the Status event (column 14 lines 30-48 disclose wherein the force sensations can be 

modified to signify different events of the same type wherein one kind of event is disclosed as 
receipt of email wherein the particular user sending the email can dictate the type of force 
sensation used hence a second or more haptic effect associated with the source of the status 
event). 

Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 

frequency can each be used to differentiate .. .different characteristics of events) between 
sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects as disclosed by Rosenberg (column 1 3 lines 30-48). 

Further it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention that Rosenberg may vary the frequency to both differentiating 
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different events AND different characteristics of events to provide a user with 
additional details without needing to look at the device without modification to the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 6, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the status 
event includes one of an advertisement event, a business-transaction event, a 
one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a weather-forecast event, an 
entertainment event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference explosion in a game wherein games 

are normally entertainment events), a sports event, and an emergency event. 

Regarding claim 8, Rosenberg discloses a method further comprising 
extracting a haptic code from the input signal, the control signal being based at 
least in part on the haptic code (figure 8 reference 86 and column 16 lines 46-55 and 
column 13 lines 30-48 wherein the actuator provides the vibration based on events wherein code 
is used to signify an event and output the vibration). 

Regarding claim 9, Rosenberg discloses a method wherein the haptic 
effect is output to a handheld communication device (figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding independent claim 10, Rosenberg discloses a computer- 
readable medium containing executable instructions which cause a data 
processing system to perform a method, the moethod (column 6 lines 14-62 which 
describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate correctly which is inherent to have 
program code to operate the circuitry), comprising: receiving an input signal associated 

with a reminder event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the 
environment such as an appointment reminder); determining a source of the reminder 
event; determining a type of the reminder event (again column 13 lines 30-48 reference 
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event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder wherein specific force 
sensations are brought about to differentiate different events or characteristics of events such as 
particular users or priority of an event wherein a priority of an event is determining a type of the 
reminder event); and OUtputting a control Signal to an actuator (figure 8a reference 86), 

the control signal configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect 
associated with the source of the reminder event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference 
signified using a vibration) and a haptic effect associated with the type of the 

reminder event (column 14 lines 30-48 disclose wherein the force sensations can be modified 

to signify different events of the same type wherein one kind of event is disclosed as an 
appointment reminder wherein the priority of an event can dictate the type of force sensation 
disclosed hence a second or more haptic effect associated with the type of the reminder event). 

Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 

frequency can each be used to differentiate... different characteristics of events) between 
sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects as disclosed by Rosenberg (column 1 3 lines 30-48). 

Further it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention that Rosenberg may vary the frequency to both differentiating 
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different events AND different characteristics of events to provide a user with 
additional details without needing to look at the device without modification to the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 11, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the reminder event includes one of an appointment (column 13 lines 30-48 
reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder), a 
meeting, and a pre-scheduled activity. 

Regarding claim 13, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
further comprising generating a plurality of control signals, each control signal 
being associated with a haptic effect (column 13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force 
sensation/control signal can vary to signify different events of the same type, including different 
frequencies or pulses). 

Regarding independent claim 14, Rosenberg discloses a computer- 
readable medium containing executable instructions which cause a data 
processing system to perform a method, the method (column 6 lines 14-62 which 
describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate correctly which is inherent to have 
program code to operate the circuitry), comprising: for receiving an input signal 

associated with a Status event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference event occurring within the 
environment such as an appointment reminder); determining a source Of the Status 
event; determining a type Of the Status event (again column 13 lines 30-48 reference 

event occurring within the environment such as an receipt of email wherein specific force 
sensations are brought about to differentiate different events or characteristics of events such as 
particular users sending email); and program code for outputting a control signal to an 
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actuator at a prescribed time after receiving the input signal (figure 8a reference 86), 
the control signal configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect 

associated With the Source Of the Status event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference 

signified using a vibration) and output a haptic effect associated with the type of the 

Status event (column 14 lines 30-48 disclose wherein the force sensations can be modified to 

signify different events of the same type wherein one kind of event is disclosed as receipt of email 
wherein the particular user sending the email can dictate the type of force sensation used hence 
a second or more haptic effect associated with the source of the status event). 

Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 
frequency can each be used to differentiate... different characteristics of events) between 
Sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects as disclosed by Rosenberg (column 1 3 lines 30-48). 

Further it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention that Rosenberg may vary the frequency to both differentiating 
different events AND different characteristics of events to provide a user with 
additional details without needing to look at the device without modification to the 
invention. 
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Regarding claim 15, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
wherein the status event includes one of an advertisement event, a business- 
transaction event, a one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a 
weather-forecast event, an entertainment event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference 

explosion in a game wherein games are normally entertainment events), a sports event, and 
an emergency event. 

Regarding claim 17, Rosenberg discloses a computer-readable medium 
further comprising extracting a haptic code from the input signal, the control 
signal being based at least in part on the haptic code (figure 8 reference 86 and 

column 16 lines 46-55 and column 13 lines 30-48 wherein the actuator provides the vibration 
based on events wherein code is used to signify an event and output the vibration). 

Regarding independent claim 20, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus, 
comprising: a body; a processor; an actuator coupled to the body and in 

communication with the processor (figure 8a reference actuator 86 within the body and 
column 6 lines 14-62 which discloses a microprocessor); and a memory in communication 
with the processor, the memory storing program code executable by the 
processor (column 6 lines 14-62 which describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate 
correctly which is inherent to have program code to operate the circuitry), including: program 
code for receiving an input signal associated with a reminder event (column 13 lines 
30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder)', 
program code for determining a source of the reminder event; program code for 
determining a type Of the reminder event (again column 13 lines 30-48 reference event 
occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder wherein specific force 
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sensations are brought about to differentiate different events or characteristics of events such as 
particular users or priority of an event wherein a priority of an event is determining a type of the 
reminder event); and program code for outputting a control signal to an actuator, the 

control signal configured to cause the actuator to output a haptic effect 

associated with the source of the reminder event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference 

signified using a vibration) and a haptic effect associated with the type of the 

reminder event (column 14 lines 30-48 disclose wherein the force sensations can be modified 

to signify different events of the same type wherein one kind of event is disclosed as an 
appointment reminder wherein the priority of an event can dictate the type of force sensation 
disclosed hence a second or more haptic effect associated with the type of the reminder event). 

Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 

frequency can each be used to differentiate... different characteristics of events) between 
sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects as disclosed by Rosenberg (column 1 3 lines 30-48). 

Further it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention that Rosenberg may vary the frequency to both differentiating 
different events AND different characteristics of events to provide a user with 
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additional details without needing to look at the device without modification to the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 21, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the body 
is included in a handheld communication device (figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding claim 22, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
handheld communication device includes one of a cellular phone, a satellite 
phone, a cordless phone, a personal digital assistant (figure 8 reference pda), a 
pager, a two-way radio, a portable computer, a game console controller, a 
personal gaming device, and an MP3 player. 

Regarding claim 23, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
reminder event includes one of an appointment (column 13 lines 30-48 reference event 
occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder), a meeting, and a pre- 
scheduled activity. 

Regarding claim 25, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
memory further stores a haptic lookup table, the selection being based on the 

haptic lookup table (column 13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force sensation/control 
signal can vary to signify different events of the same type). 

Such organizations of data do not emphasize any significance as what 
would be the benefit from applying such organization. Therefor, the examiner 
asserts that such values are based on the design of device and provide no 
specific improvements. 
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Regarding independent claim 26, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus, 
comprising: a body; a processor; an actuator coupled to the body and in 
communication with the processor (figure 8a reference actuator 86 within the body and 
column 6 lines 14-62 which discloses a microprocessor); and a memory in communication 
with the processor, the memory storing program code executable by the 
processor (column 6 lines 14-62 which describes circuitry that enables the touch pad to operate 
correctly which is inherent to have program code to operate the circuitry), including: program 
code for receiving an input signal associated with a status event (column 13 lines 
30-48 reference event occurring within the environment such as an appointment reminder); 

program code for determining a source of the status event; program code for 
determining a type Of the Status event (again column 13 lines 30-48 reference event 

occurring within the environment such as an receipt of email wherein specific force sensations 
are brought about to differentiate different events or characteristics of events such as particular 

users sending email); and program code for output a control signal to an actuator at 
a prescribed time after receiving the input signal, the control signal configured to 
cause the actuator to output a haptic effect associated with the source of the 

Status event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference signified using a vibration) and Output a 

haptic effect associated with the type of the status event (column 14 lines 30-48 

disclose wherein the force sensations can be modified to signify different events of the same type 
wherein one kind of event is disclosed as receipt of email wherein the particular user sending the 
email can dictate the type of force sensation used hence a second or more haptic effect 
associated with the source of the status event). 
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Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 
frequency can each be used to differentiate . . .different characteristics of events) between 
sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects as disclosed by Rosenberg (column 13 lines 30-48). 

Further it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time of 
the invention that Rosenberg may vary the frequency to both differentiating 
different events AND different characteristics of events to provide a user with 
additional details without needing to look at the device without modification to the 
invention. 

Regarding claim 27, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the body 
is a handheld communication device (figure 8 reference pda). 

Regarding claim 28, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
handheld communication device includes one of a cellular phone, a satellite 
phone, a cordless phone, a personal digital assistant (figure 8 reference pda), a 
pager, a two-way radio, a portable computer, a game console controller, a 
personal gaming device, and an MP3 player. 
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Regarding claim 29, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
status event includes one of an advertisement event, a business-transaction 
event, a one-to-one marketing event, a stock-trading event, a weather-forecast 

event, an entertainment event (column 13 lines 30-48 reference explosion in a game 
wherein games are normally entertainment events), a sports event, and an emergency 

event. 

Regarding claim 30, Rosenberg discloses an apparatus wherein the 
memory further stores program code for determining a source of the status event 
and selecting the control signal based at least in part on the determination (column 
13 lines 30-48 reference wherein the force sensation/control signal can vary to signify different 
events of the same type). 

Regarding claims 31-36, Rosenberg discloses a method of using haptic 
effects. 

Rosenberg does not specifically disclose wherein a first haptic effect is 
used for a source and a second haptic effect is used for a type of event but 
Rosenberg does disclose differentiating (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different 

frequency can each be used to differentiate... different characteristics of events) between 
sources Of events (column 13 lines 30-48 disclose "different frequency can each be used to 
differentiate different events). 

One skilled in the art at the time of the invention would understand that a 
vibration of different frequencies is a haptic effect with a plurality of different 
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haptic effects in series wherein one part of the vibration comprises portions of the 
plurality of haptic effects. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection necessitated by amendment. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to CHRISTOPHER E. LEIBY whose telephone 
number is (571 )270-31 42. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 - 5 
Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Alexander Eisen can be reached on 571-272-7687. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

CL 

May 14 th , 2009 
/Alexander Eisen/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



